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Lawmakers Create Controversy 
on Avila University Campus 



By Faye Gipe 



As of August 28, texting while operating a 
motor vehicle is prohibited by law in Missouri for 
drivers 21 years and younger. Many Avila students 
are beginning to question why there is an age 
requirement to text and drive is in place. 

Jenn Murphy partially agreed with the law, 
stating, “I’ve seen wrecks happen courtesy of cell 
phones and I think it’s a great idea. However, I 
don’t think it should be just for 21 and under.” 

According to the website, Lawcore.com, there 
are more than 6 million car accidents each year in 
America, 25% of these accidents are caused by 
the use of cell phones while driving. This estimate 
does not exclude certain ages yet the new 
Missouri legislation against texting while driving 
does. 

Student Blake Morgan wonders, “Why just 21, 
why not everyone?” 

Edgar Snyder and Associates, a highly 
acclaimed law firm in Pennsylvania, reports that 
drivers who are ages sixteen to nineteen are 
involved in 21% of fatal car accidents caused by 
cell phone use. Against these statistics, it is easy 
to see why law makers would want to discourage 
the use of cell phones while people are behind the 
wheel. Yet this same law firm also states that one- 
fifth of adult drivers are also guilty of texting and 
driving. 

In response to this, many states, such as 
Washington, Colorado, and North Carolina, are 
banning all drivers, regardless of age, from texting 
while operating a motor vehicle. However, the 
new Missouri ban has left many Avila students 
feeling targeted. Perhaps the decision regarding 
appropriate cell phone use should be left to the 
individual to decide. 

Teresa Kuppinger commented, “While I do 
believe that people should not be 
texting while they drive, I believe 
that it is more about responsibility. If 
someone gets a text that they must 
answer, they can have a passenger 
reply for them or they can wait until 
they get to a stoplight.” 

Micah Hair echoed this sentiment. 

“Personally, I think that it’s not the 
government’s choice. People should 
realize that it’s a hazard to use the 
phone while driving and that there 
are consequences. It should be our 
choice.” 

Whether or not one should text 
and drive is still debated among 
students on the Avila campus. 

While the dangers are obvious, 
many students wonder if driving 
experience really counters texting 
maturity. 



Student Alex Smedley did not agree 
with people texting and driving but she did 
bring up an interesting point in reference to 
the new law’s age distinction. “If anything, 
someone under the age of 21 is going to be a 
faster texter than an older person.” 
Meanwhile, Andrew Snively agrees while 
contrasting her opinion. “If you can text and 
keep your eyes on the road anyway, then 
I don’t see how it’s any different from a 22 
year-old who can do the same. And I think 
that our generation is generally better at 
texting then the older generation that the law 
seems to favor.” 

This issue of reverse ageism causes 
many to wonder if it is ethically responsible 
for legislators to make laws based on the 
assumptions of their particular generation. 

Aaron Murray, who is not affected by this 
ban, believes that “it should cover everybody 
because texting is extremely dangerous while 
driving. Two motor functions occurring at the 
same time will take away concentration from 
one of them, regardless of age.” 

Stanton Johnson also questioned the 
future affects of the ban. After all, rebellious 
tendencies often seem to become amplified 
when legislation targets a specific age group. 

He likened this new law to those against 
underage drinking when he said, “It’s another 
example of everyday conformity that says its 
okay to do something that threatens your life. 
This actually might make it worse.” 



Against all complaints and questions raised 
by the ban, it remains in place. As a law, it 
must be respected, therefore it may be wise 
to simply obey it and remember to drive and 
text separately and responsibly. 
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Students Recognize 
Danger in Texting 




Go to thetalon- 
online to check 
out some of our 





Share your 
thoughts 
on the new 




texting law 
Tweet us at 
TalonNews_ 
Avila. 



By Ben Auxier 

Missouri recently passed a law 
that is essentially this: no person 
under the age of 21 can read, 
write, or send a text message 
while driving. This offense is 
punishable by a $200 fine and 
two points taken off the offender’s 
license. But there are difficulties; 
such as what would constitute 
probable cause for an officer. 

Avila student Kristina Hanford, 
19, thinks that the appearance of 
generally erratic or irresponsible 
driving would be enough to justify 
such suspicion, for example; “If 
you weren’t looking at the road, 
if you only had one hand on the 
wheel.” Hanford thinks the law is 
a good idea, though she admits 
to often texting while driving. 
Hanford recalls a text related 
accident she experienced while 
riding with her friend; “She was 
texting her friend... we were both 
looking at the text, and then she 
ran into someone from behind.” 



Is Texting and Driving 
Truly Dangerous? 



By Liz Nelson 



Driving down the street it is easy 
to spot at least a couple of people 
texting and driving at the same 
time. This dangerous combination 
is something we, unfortunately, see 
quite often, but we may not see it 
quite as much now that Missouri 
has passed a law that bans it. This 
ban was enforced because there 
have been a number of accidents 
that could have been avoided if the 
driver was 
not texting. 
This new 
Missouri law 
will definitely 
affect many 
teens across 
the state 
including 
students at 
Avila. Kaitlynn 




Groth a student at Avila stated that 
she thinks texting and driving is 
“a bad idea.” She also said that 
she will not text and drive not only 
because of the law but “because 
of my little sister, she just turned 
16 and I want her to have a good 
influence.” Faye Gipe another 
student here at Avila said that 
though she has texted and driven it 
is “usually only at stoplights when 
I know it’s a long light.” Now that 
this law is being enforced, she says 
she will no longer text while driving. 
Richard Weber, on the other hand, 
thinks “texting is technically a bad 
idea,” but admits that he does do 
it and will probably continue to do 
so. This is an issue of controversy 
because so many students have 
different opinions on what is truly 
safe while you drive. 



Rachel Roth, 22, says that she 
stopped texting after watching a 
poignant scene in the movie 7 
Pounds, in which texting is the 
culprit behind a horrific crash. 

“I don’t like texting and driving 
anyway,” says Roth, “’cause no 
matter what you go out of your 
lane... no matter how good of a 
texter you are.” 

Joshua Gleeson, 22, agrees 
with the spirit of the law, but not 
the letter of it. “If it becomes 
illegal,” says Gleeson, “then I 
believe that it should just be illegal 
for everyone.” Gleeson challenges 
the logic that any particular age 
group would be more capable of 
texting than another. 





States with laws banning 
texting while driving 
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New penalty for texting while driving 



By Cory Stuefer 



texting while driving, Ryan was very 
adamant that he was not a culprit 
of driving and texting. Surprisingly, 
the only interviewee that was aware 
of the new law was a student from 
Nevada, Nate Adamson. Although 
he was the only one aware of the 
law, he still admits, “Yes I text while 
I drive, but I will not do it as much 
from now on.” All three agreed that 
the texting while driving increased 
the risk of crashes. The law is not 
full proof as of right now, however, 
as Ryan stated, “I do not think the 
law is easily enforced, it is just so 
hard for police to tell if the driver 
is underage or even texting.” Nate 
and Oscar agreed with Ryan’s 
statement and it looks as though 
the law will have a small impact on 
students but not be immediately. 



Missouri passed an anti-texting 
law on August 27 th , 2009. This 
law prohibits texting while driving 
if under the age of twenty-one 
and violators are subject to a two 
hundred dollar fine and points 
added onto their license, according 
to the legislature. In a recent 
study by AAA, “Sixty-one percent 
of teens admit to texting while 
driving.” How many students could 
this anti-texting law affect at Avila 
University? 

While interviewing students, 
none of which from Missouri, it was 
interesting to find that they were 
generally unaware of the law. Ryan 
Herrig and Oscar Rodarte, both 
new students, were unaware of 
the law. While Oscar admitted to 





Texting: not the only 
distraction 

By Austin Stockard 



Drivers at risk 



Texting while driving is a huge issue of debate now 
days, but is it really as bad as it seems. People say 
texting while driving is a huge distraction while you 
are driving. States have outlawed it set up fines and 
even have set up laws that will take away someone’s 
license if they are caught texting. If we are really 
trying to keep drivers focused on the road we need 
to make many more laws to help drivers. We need 
to eliminate all billboards from the side of the roads. 

I mean if we can not look down and text because its 
to distracting then isn’t it equally distracting to look 
up and try to read a billboard? The other day I was 
driving and saw a sign that had a half naked lady 
trying to advertise a strip club, later on down the 
road there was a another billboard with a half naked 
lady on it advertising a tanning salon. That is more 
distracting to me than reading a text message while 
driving. There should also be another law requiring 
cars to not have any radios or stereo systems in 
them. I have almost gotten into a lot of wrecks looking 
on the floor for CD’s or trying to find a better a radio 
station. There are so many distractions while driving 
so I do not see the point of outlawing texting. Even 
talking to someone on the phone is distracting so 
should we just make a law that requires us to lock our 
cell phones in a box while we drive? No, texting is just 
as distracting as having two or more people in the car. 
Texting is not the worst thing you can do while driving 
so I think there is no reason to outlaw it. 



By Conor Riley 



The concern has been 
around for years as people are 
gradually realizing that texting 
while driving isn’t only putting the 
person doing the texting at risk, 
but those around them as well. 

A Virginia Tech Transportation 
Institute study found truck drivers 
who were texting were 23 times 
more likely to be involved in or 
nearly get into an accident (July 29, 
2009 Phil Goldstein). The law in 
Missouri states that those under 21 
cannot read or write a text message 
while driving or a $200 fine will be 

a distributed to them. With the law, 
states are hoping this will decrease 
the amount of crashes, many of 
which were caused by people under 
the age of 21 . At Avila University I 
asked a couple of students about 
what they thought of the ban. 

Sarah Boone a 19-year-old Avila 
student stated that she “has been 
texting while driving for quite a 
while and hasn’t had any issues 
with it yet.” When asking whether 
she’d continue doing it even with 
. the ban and whether or not she 
* feels at risk she stated, “I’ll probably 
. continue, usually I only text at stop 
• lights or when I’m driving I’ve learn 
I to text without even looking at my 
• phone that way I can concentrate 
I on the road”. Another 1 9-year-old 
• Avila student, Anthony Kinnard, 

* stated “I have never text while 
• driving for I feel it’s worse than 
* drinking while driving and takes 
• away concentration from driving." 

* When asked whether or not he felt 
• at risk he stated, “I believe I am at 
* more risk now than any other time 
. for now police will be looking out for 
* young adults texting while driving.” 



Missouri texting ban wanting 
AU students say 



By Sarah Wilks 



unchanged by the ban. “How they 
can prove that you were texting 
while driving?” 

Fee Alanazi of Saudi Arabia says 
taking steps forward is helpful. 
Many years ago, his friend who had 
been road-texting ran through a 
red light. Another car came through 
the intersection and smashed into 
the side of his car. “He cannot walk 
now.” Alanazi stopped texting since 
then. 

Alanazi is scared by the amount 
of people who text while they drive. 
“When you look now on the street 
at the right or the left, you will see 
many people; they text and they 
are driving- and that’s really so 
dangerous.” He says people should 
get a ticket for $500. “It makes me 
really sad, because any second, 
maybe they will be gone.” 



When asked about their opinions 
of the new texting ban in Missouri, 
Avila students had mixed feelings. 
Stanton Johnson, a senior in 
Social Work at Avila says it is 
going to be very hard to enforce 
the law because “you really can’t 
catch anyone when they’re texting 
because most of the time people 
know it’s against the law so they’re 
texting with their hands down.” 
Mary Poduska, a junior in 
Communications, says she always 
texts. She doesn’t feel that it is 
dangerous unless she’s looking 
down, “but I don’t look at the phone 
when I text. I read the phone up,” 
she demonstrates holding an 
invisible phone in her outstretched 
hand, “and then I can text without 
having to look at it.” She is 




Missouri 
Bans Texting 
to Protect 
Reckless 
Teens 

By Emily Heid 

Next time you are on the 
road, take a look around. Are 
texters driving? Are you one of 
them? If you are a texter behind 
the wheel, think again. Due to 
Missouri’s newly passed law 
drivers twenty-one years and 
younger will be charged a 200 
dollar fine if caught texting and 
driving. 

But how will this law be 
enforced? It will be difficult to 
guess a person’s age by their 
looks alone. What about people 
dialing, not texting? Although this 
law is meant to protect drivers, is 
it fair? 

Linda Huffman, who does 
not text behind the wheel, is a 
first year political science/pre-law 
major from Olathe, Kansas. While 
she feels this law is a great idea, 
she believes the age provision is 
quite discriminatory. She wonders 
why the law does not cover every 
driver on the road. 

Mark Coulter, a 
sophomore in film and digital 
media from Lee Summit, 

Missouri, does text while driving. 
He says the law will not deter him 
from texting and driving. He also 
feels a person’s age does not 
determine their driving skills. 

Ben Kopp, a senior 
political science/psychology 
major from Still, Missouri, doesn’t 
text and drive, and is enraged by 
this law! “Frankly twenty-one and 
under... how does this become 
a viable age? You can go out 
and die for your country, you are 
competent enough to be a soldier, 
but you can’t be competent 
enough to text and drive? Come 
on, this is ridiculous!” 




Go to thetalon- 
online to get up 
to date news on 





On August 27, 2009, Missouri’s 
ban on texting and driving for those 
under the age of twenty-one was 
enacted. Students of Avila were 
asked how they feel about texting 
and driving and their opinions about 
the ban. 

Sequoia Rose, a freshman 
cheerleader, admits that texting 
and driving is “not safe, but I do it 
anyway.” Rose, who states that she 
has never even had a close call 
while texting and driving, believes 
she is a skilled texter and has the 
ability to multi-task behind the 
wheel. 

Kody Parker, a sophomore 
football player, suggests that one 
should not be using their phone 
while driving in heavy traffic or while 
on the highway. Parker believes 
that, “there is little danger to text 
and drive as long as you know what 
you are doing.” 



Freshman cheerleader, Sarah 
Friend, reveals that she no longer 
texts while driving. However, she 
does admit to checking her phone 
at stop lights but for the most part, 
keeps her eyes on the road while in 
motion. 

These three students find the 
texting ban to be unenforceable 
and poorly thought out. 

Friend believes that 
the law should not be 
limited to those under 
twenty-one, due to the 
fact that a person’s age 
does not make them 
less likely to become 
distracted. 

By looking into the 
habits of these three 
students, it is evident 
that students are aware of the 
dangers of texting and driving and 
some more than others working 
toward lessening the habit. 






'Not far from death' 



By Chung Cheng 



When people saw the 
commercial of Texting while 
driving, they start to 
squeeze their hands 
together and some 
people just covered 
their eyes because 
the commercial is too 
fearful. The commercial 
is from United Kingdom, 
the government tries 
to send out a warming 
to the citizens specially 
teenagers who always 
texting the messages while 
driving. According to the 
research that the Virginia 
Tech Transportation Institute 
concluded that people who 
send text messages while 
driving are 23 times more 
likely to be in a crash than 
no distracted drivers. The 
research has shown that 
most of the accidents were 
because people texting the 
message while driving, the 
commercial has been send 
to United State and US 
citizens a warming and fearful 
because the commercial was 
too violent and bloody. But 
one thing they learned from 



the commercial was that 
do not texts message while 
driving. US local government 
has made a law to this event 
“Texting While Driving”. On 
the August 28, 2009 the 
government has made a law 
call “Missouri Passes Texting 
Law for Drivers 21 and under”. 
St. Louis, MO United States of 
America. The reason that the 
law was passed was that it has 
been studied and concluded 
that when someone is texting 
while driving it has the same 
impact on them as if they 
had been drinking from the 
standpoint of awareness 
and capability of focusing. 
At this point, the laws are for 
the protection of people and 
persuade the citizen that do not 
texts message while driving. 
At this point, many people say 
that the Law is unfair to the 
teenagers because nowadays 
not only people who are under 
21 texting while driving, we 
even see old peoples still 
talking on the phone while 
driving. So the government 
should change a little bit of the 
law. Last warning “If you still 
do it again you’re not far from 
death”. 



Technologi cal 
Temptation , 

I r resi sti ble 
but deadly 



By Lynette Galvan 




Sounds of screeching and 
honking, noises that are being 
heard more often on the road. 

Today life is all about 
technology and 
equipment, the one 
most used is cell 
phones. Alison Reed 
says, “I get a new 
phone whenever my 
plan allows it, it’s like 
you have the urge to 
get what’s new and up 
to date.” 

What teens are 
forgetting is that these new 
gadgets come with temptations. 
The biggest temptation right 
now, texting while driving. A 
study done by the Virginia Tech 
Transportation Institute showed 
that truck drivers who text while 



New text law could be difficult to enforce 



By Mary Brand 

As of August 28, 2009, it is illegal in Missouri to text 
on your cell phone while driving. This law only pertains 
to drivers 21 years old and younger. If caught, the fine 
can be as high as $200 as well as two points against 
the driver’s license. Avila University is located in 
Kansas City, Missouri, so the students will be affected 
by the new law. Here is what they have to say about it. 

Adriana Powell, a Film and Digital Media student, 
from Sierra Blanca, Texas says, “I think we shouldn’t 
be texting and driving, but I don’t think we need to 
make a law about it.” She also stated, “I text like a 
maniac.” 

A finance major, Jordan Pertz, of Lee’s Summit, 
Missouri, confessed to sometimes texting while driving 
late at night to keep herself awake. She also said, “If 
they are going to put a fine on it, it shouldn’t just be for 
those under 21 ; it should be for everybody.” 



Another Film and Digital Media student, Thomas 
Hadden, from Overland Park, Kansas said, “Sounds 
like a load of crap!” He also went on to say he didn’t 
think anybody should be texting while driving, but that 
he was guilty of it himself. 

All of these 
students 
agreed that 
texting and 
driving is a bad 
idea, but they 
all do it. They 
also agreed 
that the law 
should not be 
age-specific. 

Kansas City 

Police Officer Bill Johnson said, “I think it’s going to be 
difficult to enforce.” 




driving are 23 times more likely 
to crash than if they weren’t. 
People wonder why others do it, 
why they just can’t wait till they 
get to their destination, or even 
a red light, as suggested by 
Jennifer Hattaway. Jacob Bagby 
says it’s like the need to want to 
reply, it’s like an addiction. The 
temptation to reply is irresistible 
and by doing so people are 
putting not only themselves at 
risk, but also others. Some action 
has been taken to cut back on 
this temptation, but with it comes 
complications. The rule is, 21 
and younger can get fined and 
penalized if caught texting while 
driving; the question asked is 
how will they know your age just 
by looking at you? Although the 
law seems like a start to lowering 
the number of people texting 
while driving, it is agreed that 
some tweaking and refinement 
must occur before it can actually 
show results in drivers. 



